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Response to Office Action of January 15, 2009 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

1-23. (Canceled) 

24. (Currently Amended) A cutting head for a brush cutter or edge trimmer, the 
cutting head comprising a passageway for a cutting string having a non-circular cross-section.! 
the passageway extending along an axis between a first opening and a second opening, and at 
least one curved bearing zone extending between a string outl e t r e gion the second opening of 
said passageway and a peripheral region of the head, wherein the peripheral region of the head is 
located opposite the first opening with respect to the second opening along the axis defined by 
the passageway, wherein a surface of the curved bearing zone presents a recessed profile which 
is suited to the cross-section of the cutting string, in order to retain the cutting string in the 
recessed profile in its optimal cutting orientation when the string flexes in a direction opposite to 
the rotation of the head to rest against the curved bearing zone. 

25. (Currently Amended) A cutting head according to claim 24, wherein the cutting 
string has a generally square cross-section and the recessed profile of the curved bearing zone 
presents a V - shap e d profil e is in the general form of a V . 

26. (Currently Amended) A cutting h e ad for a brush cutter, or edge trimm e r, th e 
cutting head comprising a passageway for a cutting string A cutting head according to claim 24, 
wher e in the passag e way extends along an axis betwe e n an op e ning and [[a]] the string outlet 
r e gion, at l e ast on e curv e d b e aring zon e e xt e nding betw e en a string outl e t region of said 
passag e way and a periph e ral region of th e head, wherein the second opening string outl e t region 
is spaced farther inwardly from the peripheral region than is the first opening is spaced from a 
respective peripheral region , and wher e in a surfac e of th e curv e d bearing zon e pres e nts a 
r e c e ssed profile which is suit e d to the cross section of th e cutting string, in ord e r to retain th e 
cutting string in th e r e c e ssed profil e wh e n the string flexes in a direction opposit e to the rotation 
of the head to r e st against th e curved bearing zone . 
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27. (Currently Amended) A cutting head according to claim 24[[1]], wherein the axis 
of the passageway is inclined relative to a direction perpendicular to the peripheral region of the 
head. 

28. (Currently Amended) A cutting head for a brush cutter, or edg e trimmer, the 
cutting head comprising a passageway for a cutting string and at least one curved b e aring zon e 
e xt e nding betw e en a string outl e t region of said passag e way and a periph e ral r e gion of th e head, 
wh e rein a surface of th e curved b e aring zon e pr e sents a r e c e ss e d profile which is suit e d to the 
cross - section of the cutting string, in order to r e tain the cutting string in th e rec e ssed profil e 
wh e n th e string fl e xes in a dir e ction opposite to the rotation of th e head to r e st against th e curv e d 
bearing zon e , and A cutting head according to claim 24, wherein the string passageway presents 
a recessed profile identical to the profile of the curved bearing zone. 

29. (Currently Amended) A cutting head according to claim 24_[[28]], wherein the 
height of the curved bearing zone is equal to the height of the string passageway. 

30. (New) A cutting head according to claim 24, wherein the second opening 
presents a substantially square cross-section oriented obliquely and wherein the recessed profile 
of the curved bearing zone is identical to the profile of the second opening. 
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